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Many times when we pray it seems that the Heavens are glass and that our prayers are not getting any farther than the ceiling and we wonder if God really is hearing us, well you are not alone because most Christians have had this happen. 

The Lord has been dealing with me about this subject and has caused me to do some research to see what the word of God has to say about it. In this devotional I am going to cover our personal lives as well as in the Church. Because many times we pray for each other and the answer doesn’t seem to come. We wonder why the situation doesn’t change and start doubting whether God still answers prayer. Well it is always easy to blame God, but we need to do a little research first because God isn’t to blame. God wants to answer prayers that are in his will. We know that God never changes; he is the same today as he was in the Bible days, and that Jesus said that when we pray in Jesus name that his father in heaven would answer that prayer. So why is our prayer not being answered?

The best place to start is the Bible; it has the answers to all questions. I would like to start with 1Peter 3. The first six verses are instructions for the wives, telling them to watch their conversation, so that if any are not saved that they will be won by your chaste conversation (meaning purity). It also says to be subject to your own husbands, and these two things must be coupled with fear. You may ask what we must fear. Well here we must have a Godly fear, not fear of your husband, and there should be no strife in your marriage and no strife between you and your husband. You see God has given your husband the duty of being the spiritual leader of his family since Genesis, and if he is shirking that duty then God will deal with him for his failure. The wife is to adorn her heart with those things that are beautiful to God such as a quiet spirit and meekness to God, and a sweet spirit. God wants these things to be your nature, and incorruptible nature, obedient to God and this will bring peace and tranquility to your marriage. These things are of a great price to God. And verse 5 says that for after this manner in the old times the holy women also, who trusted in God adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands. Verse 7 talks to the husbands and says likewise, you husbands dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honor to the wife as the weaker vessel, and being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. Now if we are coming to Church and coming before God with a petition and we have a lot of disagreement in our home between our husbands and wives God is not bound to honor that petition, because we are not honoring his word in our marriage. 

Now the start of our walk with God begins with our home and the environment that we create in our home. God places great emphasis on the marriage and the home. God tells the husband to love his wife even as Christ loved the Church and gave himself for it. (Ephesians 5:25) This is a sacrificial love that a man must have for his wife. Every married couple should sit down together and search out what the Bible has to say about marriage and their relationship to God, because it has everything to do with their walk with Christ. The Bible tells us that we are no longer two different people but are one flesh, and in order to be one flesh we will have to be in complete harmony with each other in our walk for the Lord.
In today’s world we are too casual with our Lord and Savior, we think that he is at our beck and call, and we think that we have no obligation to him. 

Our attitude about the word is so casual that many Christians don’t even spend an hour a month reading the Bible. Reading the Bible is the most important thing a Christian can do, and not just reading but apply the word to your life. Jesus is our example, he defeated Satan with the word, and we should do the same, but we cannot use the word if we do not know it.
Another reason that God doesn’t answer prayer is rebellion. God calls you to do something and you refuse to go. A good example is in Deuteronomy 1:45, when the Children of Israel refused to go into the Land of Canaan, and had to wander in the dessert for forty years. Another example is in 1 Samuel, when King Saul rebelled against what God had commanded him to do to the Amalekites, and was rejected by God from being king of Israel. Samuel said that rebellion is as the sin of witch craft and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Let us think on these two things that the prophet said rebellion and stubbornness. Do we have those things in our lives? If we have either of those things we could be hindering our prayers, because God hates those two things in his children’s lives.

Another thing that hinders our prayers secret sin let us go to Psalms 66:18, if I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me. We need to have a pure heart before God, before we pray. If we have unforgivness or any malice against anyone our prayers will be hindered.

Another reason for our prayers to be unanswered is we are indifferent to the commandments of God, we think that if we show up for each service and make a show of being a Christian that God will overlook our failure to apply his word to our lives. We apply only those things that meet our fancy and those things that we don’t like we ignore, but God said in Proverbs 1:24, because I have called, and you refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; But you have set at naught all of my counsel, and would none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 28. Then shall they call upon me and I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me. 33. But whoso harkeneth to me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

Now I feel that I must reflect on the current political and social environment before giving this next reason for our prayers being hindered. The word of God is under attack by every faction of our world today, God has been banned from all public life and from all forms of our Government. We as Christians must stand for those principles that the word of God teaches us that we can be blameless before God. If we are not politically correct in these times we are looked down on as intolerant, and will be treated very bad because of these beliefs. We will be treated badly and be called single minded fanatics if we do not accept these eastern cult religions, especially if we say the truth, that they do not lead those who practice them to heaven. There is only one way to heaven and that is thru Jesus Christ.

Let us go to the book of James 1:6. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all of his ways.

James 4:3 ye ask, and receive not because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your own lust. Ye adulterers and adulteresses know you not that the friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

Verse 11; Speak not evil of other brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law, and judges the law; but if you judge the law, thou are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy; who are thou that judgest another?

In closing I will recommend to any Christian who wants God to answer his prayers, to read the Bible and do what it says, line your life up with the Bible, and don’t try to line to line the Bible to what you think is right. You cannot serve God and still be a friend of the world, separate yourself from those things that hinder your walk with God.

I have only named a few of the things that the Bible tells us that will hinder our prayers. 

Yours in our Lord and Savior Jesus; Brother Sam. 
