2/8/2009                       PUT GOD FIRST

                                                     In your life.

In today’s fast paced lifestyles we sometimes encounter many problems and temptations. We feel that we are powerless to deal with them, and feel helpless in the face of the satanic forces that beset us. Friends the battle is not yours, it belongs to Jesus; he has already fought this battle and has won!
We must follow his example and put God first in our lives. Now I know that you live in the same world that I do, and some times it is hard to make a living, take care of our families and still find time for God and the things that he requires of us. For years I tried to serve God after I had taken care of all of the things of this life and always came up short, never having the finances, or time or anything else that I needed just to get through my daily life. I thought that I was truly serving God and was perplexed that things were not working out better for me and my family. One day I was praying and asking God why? I was really having myself a pity party. The Holy Spirit gently brought back the words written in Mathew 6:25-26. Therefore I say unto you take no thought for your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor yet for your body what you shall put on. Is the life more than meat and the body more than raiment? 

Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, yet you’re heavenly Father feedeth them. Are you not much better than they?

In the following verses Jesus explains how all things that grow in the fields are taken care of by our heavenly Father, and tells us that he knows our needs and that he will supply those things, and there is a (but) the first word of verse 33. This but means that there is a condition that must be met by you first. But seek you first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness: and all of these things will be added unto you. 
How often do we over look these two conditions in our personal lives? You may ask me how I can apply these conditions to my life. Well I will give you an example. When we receive our pay checks we are so worried about the bills that are due, and gas for our cars etc. and we pay them first and then when it comes to Gods tithes we don’t have enough to pay what we should pay, that is 10% 0f our pay. This isn’t putting God first, this is putting God last. We should pay our tithes before anything else, and put God to the test, He will not fail you. Read Malachi chapter 3. Here God gives us a warning, he tells us that we are cursed with a curse for not paying our tithes, and here is another condition. Bring you all the tithes into the store house, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of host, if I will not open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

God goes on to say that he will rebuke the devourer for your sake. What God means that those things that are breaking down and are tearing up, he will make a way that it won’t be so costly for you, and your money will be more than enough to meet your need.
Seeking the kingdom of God, now how often do we put God last in our prayer life? How often do we just stop for a moment just to thank God for all of the wonderful things that he has allowed in our lives? How often do we ask him to direct our paths before we take them? Or do we wait and have to ask him to help us out of the mess that we find ourselves in by doing things our way? How often do we stop and repent for something that we shouldn’t have said or done? Seeking the kingdom of God is asking God to forgive our sins and asking him to direct our lives, and allowing him to direct our lives. Many times we ask God to tell us what to do, and when he tells us we make every excuse why we can’t do it.

Seeking God’s righteousness, what does this mean? This is the second condition. Seek you first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. This means to do things the way that our example “Jesus Christ” taught us to do them. Doing the right thing. Let me ask you a question, how much do you love God? Do you want to please God or do you want to look good in the eyes of man? Where is your heart? Does your heart desire heavenly things, or does it desire Earthly things? Do you bear the image of your heavenly Father? Or do you bear the image of Satan? When people look at you they will see what likeness you bear, in the way you deal with the problems and trials that come your way. Remember Galatians chapter 5:14 for all of the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself. But if you bite and devour one another take heed that you be not consumed one of another. This I say then, walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

I will deal more on this subject later in other lessons.

Yours in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

                                                    Brother Sam. 
